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Co-curricular and Extracurricular Activities 

General Policy 
 
Recognizing the importance of providing educational activities that enrich and broaden student 
experiences as an integral part of the curriculum as well as beyond the normal academic day, 
the School Committee supports the development of co-curricular and extracurricular programs 
in accordance with the policies established by the School Department. 
 
Co-curricular programs are defined as those activities that enhance and enrich the regular 
curriculum during the normal school day. 
 
Extracurricular programs are defined as those activities that broaden the educational 
experience which usually take place beyond the normal school day.  Students who desire to 
participate on athletic teams shall do so on a volunteer basis with the understanding that it is a 
privilege and not a right to be a member of a school team.  All students are invited to 
participate, but it is recognized that some students may not be capable of competing at the 
varsity level.  At non-varsity levels, participation may be restricted based on safety and space 
restrictions.  It shall be the policy of the School Department to compete in interscholastic 
athletics sanctioned by the Rhode Island Interscholastic League and to abide by that 
organization's rules and regulations. 
 
Activities should be designed to meet the needs of and to stimulate interests expressed by 
students and should cover a broad range of abilities.  There shall be equal opportunities for all 
students to participate in such programs.  
 
The expenses of voluntary activities may be covered by the students, the school, school-related 
organizations, and/or non-school groups.   

 
Elementary Level 
 

Recognizing the positive aspects of co-curricular programs that enrich and enhance the regular 
elementary school program, the School Committee supports the development of such activities 
in all areas of the approved curriculum. 

 
Middle School Level 
 

Recognizing the special needs and interests of students at the middle school level, the School 
Committee supports the development of both co-curricular activities as part of the regular 
school program and extracurricular activities based on the mutual interests and talents of 
students, teachers, and community volunteers.  The Middle School Administration and the 
Director of Athletics and Student Activities shall be responsible for coordination of co-
curricular and extracurricular programs at this level. 
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High School Level 
 

Recognizing the importance of extracurricular as well as co-curricular activities in the total 
educational experience of high school students, the School Committee supports the 
development of programs that meet the needs and interests of a significant number of students, 
who come together to form organizations to pursue activities that are consistent with the 
educational goals of the School Department.  Procedures for organizing such groups should be 
established and supervised by the High School Administration and the Director of Athletics 
and Student Activities. 
 
Recognizing that the variety and specialization of interests may preclude funding of all 
activities, the School Committee agrees to provide supporting funds and funds for advisors of 
approved activities insofar as these funds are determined by the School Committee to be 
available. The School Committee shall allow approved organizations to raise funds so that 
their programs shall be self-supporting.  Procedures for fundraising should be established and 
supervised by the High School Administration and the Director of Athletics and Student 
Activities.   No student shall be excluded from an activity because of an inability to contribute 
funds to support the program. 
 
The School Committee may sanction interscholastic programs supported in full by individuals 
and/or organizations under the following guidelines: 
  

• The sport meets the "Criteria for Adding Interscholastic Sports" established by 
High School Administration.  

 
• The funds identified by the Director of Athletics and Student Activities as 

necessary to support initial startup and annual operations must be on deposit with 
the School Department prior to scheduling competition. 

 
• The School Committee and Administration shall have complete care and control of 

all activities associated with the particular sport. 
 

• The use of students in fundraising activities shall be approved by the High School 
Administration and the Director of Athletics and Student Activities. 

 
• Should the sport no longer be offered, all surplus funds shall be transferred to the 

High School Athletic General Account. 
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